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First reading: Zephaniah 3:1418a

Response to the Psalm: Shout aloud and sing praise, for great in your midst is

the Holy One of Israel.

Second reading: Philippians 4:4-7

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, he has

sent me to proclaim the good news to the poor. Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 3:10-18
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Dear Parishioners

One major effect of the commercialisation of Christmas is that every year the
celebration of Christmas seems to get earlier and earlier. It is common now to hear
Christmas carols in early December, by this time many people have not only
bought but have also decorated their trees. Virtually the only place where one
does not see Christmas cribs and hear Christmas carols is in church (a fact that
must cause some confusion in the minds of young children). While secular society
is frantically anticipating the feast and adapting it for its own purposes, the church
obstinately says, “not yet.”

In spite of the difficulty of being out of step with the surrounding society, the church
considers it important to celebrate not only the birth of Christ, but also the waifing
for the birth of Christ. Advent is meant to put us spiritually in fouch with the
longing for salvation, particularly of the Jewish people, that finds its fulfilment in
Jesus.

The fulfilment of the Jewish anticipations of salvation took place in Jesus in an
unforeseen way, a way that challenged the expectations themselves, and was
therefore unrecognisable or unacceptable to many. This reminds us that even we
who live after Jesus’ life and message are celebrating and awaiting something that
we cannot totally define or comprehend. We also have different visions of the
Christ and the salvation he represents. What does Jesus mean to us? Is He a
legislator and teacher of morality? A miracle worker and giver of gifts? A mystical
priest? What do we hope for from God? Protection and defence for our lives?
Good fortune and prosperity? A heavenly reward in the hereafter?

WHAT DOES CHRIST”S COMING REALLY ME TO YOU!
God Bless
Fr. Benedict OSB
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Masses

Sat 14" Dec 5.00pm 3 WeYe:a?fédvent Agnes Finn (poorly)
Sun 15" Dec 10.30am 3rd WeYe:ac;f édvent Geoﬁrelg I,IA)braham
Mon 16" Dec 1.30pm Requiem Mass Mary Scally RIP
Tues 17" Dec

Wed 18" Dec

Thurs 19" Dec People of the Parish
Fri 20" Dec

Sat 21 Dec 500pm | 4" We?l‘a‘;féd"e"’ Mick Wall RIP
Sun 22 Dec 10.30am 4t We$:a?fédven1 Zita'ngﬁLdR§SOIlis

Mass is celebrated privately daily except on Monday.

If you would like a mass offered for a particular intention, please email the
parish or put a note through the door of the presbytery, please do nof place
it in the collection bag. Thank you.

Those Who Have Asked for Prayers:

Derek Sollis, Dolores Flynn, Fred Chadfield, Chanel Mullings, Clive Rickhards,,
Jill Spurrell, Stan Phipps, Judith Baylis, Jackie Gannon, Mick Sollis, Agnes Wilkins,
Alma Finnerty, Bud Sollis, Agnes Finn.

Those who have recently died: ,

Mary Judith Smith (nee Hewitt), Wyn Varley, Raimondo Gemeli, Anthony
Woodhouse, Barbara Woodhouse, Kathleen McLoughlin, Peter McGoldrick,
Anthony Roache, Lionel Quigley. Keith John Francis Cotterell, Anna Rose
McGoldrick, Mary Baker, Georgette Cowell, Anthony Mathew, John Knox,

Bill McCarthy, Bernadette Mary Parker, Mary Phipps, Alan Clatworthy, Abbot
Finbar Kealy OSB, Katherine McCallion, Fr. Boniface Moran OSB,

Richard Thornton-Pett, Mary Scally and all those we have been asked to pray for.

INFORMATION

Sunday Coffee
Please come and join us for Coffee, biscuits and a chat

The next Sunday coffee morning will be on Sunday 22" December, Thank
you to Wendy and Lin for volunteering.
Please could we ask for Volunteers for the coming year the form

is at the back of the church. Thank you.

Second Collection
The weekly second collection will normally be for help towards the payment of the
diocesan levy and the upkeep of the house and church buildings. Both the church
and the house are Grade Il listed, so any work done has to be to a high standard as
set by the requisite authority.

Insurance Claim
| heard this week that our insurance claim for the church roof has been denied by
the insurance company! They have said that the damage was caused by the age of
the ceiling and general wear and tear. Their decision has left us with a shortfall of
around £7,000.00. The rest of the cost was covered by the wonderful amount of
money raised by you for which | am extremely grateful. When | can, | will try to
approach the Insurance Ombudsman, but this has come at a very busy time as I'm
sure you understand.

Christmas Mass Times
8.00pm Christmas Eve
10.30am Christmas Day




