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LITURGY 
First reading:  Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 
Response to the Psalm:  Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
Second reading:  Romans 5:12-19 
Gospel Acclamation:  Glory and praise to you, O Christ.  One does not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.  
Glory and praise to you, O Christ. 
Gospel:  Matthew 4;1-11 
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Dear Parishioners 
 

Lent can be thought of as battle! It’s a time when we engage in a kind of assault 
against spiritual evils in order to ebb away at those things that come between us 

and God. Perhaps that might sound a little swashbuckling? But for good reason, 
many prayers and writings in the Christian tradition talk about spiritual warfare 

and describe Lent especially in militaristic terms. This idiom is appropriate in that a 
good Lent calls for nothing less than a concerted and consistent effort. For just as a 
war is won over the course of several battles, our striving to follow Christ is a long 

road, which includes many trials. In Lent especially, we survey that road and resolve 
to make some progress in the spiritual life, by the grace of God. Like any military 

operation, we need maps and a good battle-plan, which guide and details our 
strategy. We need to adopt an approach in which we focus on some concrete 

objectives and anticipate weaknesses.  So the account of Jesus’ temptation in the 
wilderness, like the arc of salvation history, show us that though we may be weak 
and mired in sin, defeat is not inevitable; though there may be setbacks, God is 

merciful; and though progress may be slow and come at great price with hardships 
and sufferings, we must persevere to the end. We don’t have to worry about being 

the best warrior, only a faithful one. For victory is promised and eternal 
redemption assured to anyone who would fight sin, carry their cross, and follow 

Jesus. That’s a resolution for life, and for Lent especially! 
 
 

 
God Bless 

Fr. Benedict OSB 
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1stt Week of Lent Year A 

Week commencing Sunday 22nd February 2026 
Parish Safeguarding:  Mrs. Helen Woodhouse 

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance 
and the National and Archdiocese policies & procedures at all times. Our 

Parish Safeguarding Representative is Helen Woodhouse. She can be 
contacted at: sg.stmarys.studley@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively the 

Diocesan Safeguarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240 or  
safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns. 

http://www.stmaryscatholicchurchstudley.org.uk/


Masses 

Sat 21st Feb. 5.00pm 1st Sunday of Lent A Sheila Hall RIP 

Sun 22nd Feb. 10.30am 1st Sunday of Lent A Douglas & Millie 
Thompson RIP 

Mon 23rd Feb.    

Tues 24th Feb.    

Wed 25th Feb.    

Thurs 26th Feb.    

 Fri 27th Feb.    

Sat 28th Feb 5.00pm 2nd Sunday of Lent A People of the Parish 

Sun 1st March 

 
10.30am 

 
 

2nd Sunday of Lent A Michael Howell RIP 

Mass is celebrated privately daily except on Monday. 
If you would like a mass offered for a particular intention, please email the 
parish or put a note through the door of the presbytery, please do not place 
it in the collection bag.  Thank you. 
 
Those Who Have Asked for Prayers:     
Derek Sollis, Dolores Flynn, Fred Chadfield, Chanel Mullings, Clive Rickhards,, 
Jill Spurrell, Judith Baylis, Jackie Gannon, Mick Sollis, Agnes Wilkins, Alma 
Finnerty, Bud Sollis, Agnes Finn, Ken Faulkner, John Butler. 
Those who have recently died: ,  
Keith John Francis Cotterell, Anna Rose McGoldrick, Mary Baker, Georgette 
Cowell, Anthony Mathew, John Knox, Bill McCarthy, Bernadette Mary Parker, 
Mary Phipps, Alan Clatworthy, Abbot Finbar Kealy OSB, Katherine McCallion, Fr. 
Boniface Moran OSB, Richard Thornton-Pett, Mary Scally, Fr. Anthony Rohan, 
James Joseph Flynn, Stan Phipps, Sheila Eastham, Michael Howell and all those for 
whom we have been asked to pray. 

 
 

INFORMATION 
Sunday Coffee 

Please come and join us for coffee and biscuits. 
The next coffee morning will be on Sunday the  

15th March.  Thank you to Anna and Rob. 
  A new list, for volunteers to sign up, is now available at the back 
of church.  Please do help and try to sign up for a couple of times a year.  Thank 

you. 
 

Second Collection. 

NEXT WEEKEND IS FAMILY FAST DAY AND THE SECOND COLLECTION 
WILL BE FOR CAFOD 

The second weekly collection will normally be for help towards the upkeep of the 
house and church buildings.  Both the church and the house are Grade II listed, so 

any work done has to be to a high standard as set by the requisite authority.  
Because of the age of the buildings the work is continuous and ongoing. 

On occasion there will be other second collections and these will be noted above.  
 

Unwanted Gifts 
So that we can keep the bric-a-brac table stocked, we are appealing for any 

unwanted gifts and any contemporary paperback fiction please. 
Thank you to everyone who has donated items for the Bring & Buy table, your 

support is really appreciated. 
Please leave any donations for the table in the black box at the back of the church 

and not directly on the table in the conservatory. 
Thank you for your help. 

 
      

Douai Abbey Bookshop 
Douai Abbey now has an online bookshop. New listings are added every day from 

our repository’s extensive current stock. Prices are set with the aim of always 
beating Amazon, even after postage is included! So why support Amazon when 
you can support the monks of Douai and pay less in the process? At the online 

shop you can subscribe to receive email updates. https://douaiabbey.xyz 
 

 

 

https://douaiabbey.xyz/

